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STATE OF NEVADA



DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
Veterans Housing Task Force Meeting
January 31, 2014 at 10:00am
1. Call to order 

Administrator Bruce Johnson called the meeting to order.

The following were in attendance:
In Las Vegas office:                                                   Teleconference:
Nicole Holloway, NHD
Bruce Johnson, NHD
Dwayne Alexander, SNRHA
Ryan Okahara, LV HUD
Brenda Fonseca, SNRHA
Tony Ramirez, HUD
Marina Adamy, GGI
Delores Sawyer, SNRHA
Sharath Chandra, Clark County 

Lorri Murphy, Ovation 

Shannon Teague, HELP USA

Mike Mullin, Nevada HAND

David Paull, Nevada HAND

Daigo Ishikawa, Nevada HAND

In Carson office:
Nicole Nelson, NHD
Mike Dang, NHD 
Betsy Fadali, NHD

CJ Manthe, NRHA

Eric Novak, Praxis

Hilary Lopez, Praxis 

2. Veterans Housing Task Force Purpose:
Bruce Johnson opens meeting discussing the purpose of the Veterans Task Force
Permanent housing not transitional or temporary housing
Possible location

How the project will be financed 

Hand-outs including Capital Fund that provides funding for 3 separate housing developments 

Mike Dang to head task force and to provide a recommendation by October 1, 2014 so that the Housing Division can include Veterans Housing in the 2015 QAP

 ** Based on the Veterans Task Force recommendation NHD is contemplating substantial infusion of Tax Credits and possible funding from reserves 
3. Governor Sandoval Declares 2014 “The Year of the Veteran in Nevada”
Following under the lead of Governor Sandoval to provide services and permanent housing for our veterans currently in NV and returning form over seas 
4. Veteran’s Housing Report Update – Betsy Fadali 
Betsy - discusses power point slides and handouts for Housing Report 
Data is from VA Population projection model- Projected 224,000 vets in the State of                     Nevada in 2014 with a net loss of 16,000 veterans over the next 6 years in WWII,                          Korean Conflicts, and Vietnam Vets

Veterans in the post 9/11 set to increase 15,000 over the next 6 years – they are at higher                risk of homelessness due to multiple deployments and being brought back from the brink              of death with traumatic injuries
Risk factors of vet homelessness:
1. Diagnosis of mental disorders or TBI

2. OEF/OIF veterans

3. Younger at discharge

4. Disability, higher disability rating

5. Enlisted with lower pay grades

6. Female, female with MST

7. Minorities 

Discusses Veterans by age group

Homeless Veterans in NV

Rent burdened vets 

            How we compare to other states
            (See handout for more information)
            **Bruce Johnson comment- the task force will be data driven as to the type of housing and              location 

5. Apartment Survey Update - Nicole Nelson
Nicole - discusses handout for Affordable Apartment Survey
· The survey asked the question “To your knowledge, are any of your units occupied by a household with at least one veteran: if so, how many units would you say have at least one veteran occupant?” 
             “Vet Friendly” Apartments Policies include 

· Waiving security deposit 

· Working to provide 12 month rental history

· Help with acclimating to new community 

· Staff that is able to handle vet specific challenges 
(See handout for more information)
6. Partnerships 
Bruce Johnson – Looking for partnership and buy in from everyone at the meeting 

· Funding 
· VASH Vouchers

· Land – Possible Donation 

· Development Budget

· Soft Cost for Project

· Rental Assistance

· Attractive Developments 

7. Presentation by SNRHA – Dwayne Alexander
Dwayne – discuss handouts for Homeownership for Veterans Program 
Brief background overview for Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority

What the HCV Program, Eligibility, VASH Program, Homeownership Program, VA                     Program for Disabled Vets

“Project goal to develop an innovative partnership that will result in a ‘first of its                            kind homeownership opportunity’ for those who have served our country, to provide                     stability and long-term support for our Veterans”

(see handouts for more information) 

8. Open Discussion, Comments, Questions 
Delores Sawyer, SNRHA spoke through teleconference – recording was garbled; group struggled to understand message due to technical difficulties with the system 

**Bruce responds- things for the Task force to discuss at the monthly meeting, type of                   housing needed, development in 2015 may not break ground till 2016 so the sooner we

move the better to confirm our serious commitment to help our veterans.

CJ Manthe, NRHA is very excited about the Governors proclamation 
What the NRHA is doing to go in the same direction 

· VASH Vouchers would like to make them available for projects a possible one in Rural Douglas due to medical facility 
· Land owners that might donate or provide at discount 
· Partnership with NHD to Roll out a Homeownership Program Mortgage Credit Certificate Program in Spring 2014 

            Provide access to vets state wide to get $2000 more federal tax savings every year for the              life of their mortgage 

            Work with USDA Housing Choice Voucher- 502 Direct Loan interest rate as low as 1%                with limited funds for down payment assistance up to $15,000

Tony Ramirez, HUD – will forward Mike Dang contacts for other interested groups 
9. Meeting Adjourned
Bruce Johnson closing remarks - Thanks everyone for attending and informs them Mike Dang will be heading meetings in the future - Next meeting TBD 
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